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Agencies planning to rid Lehua of rats, rabbits

Island serves as
seabird refuge

By Jan TonBrugpencate

ADVERTISER KAUA‘l BUREAU

LIHU'E, Kaua'i — State
and federal agencies want
to rid little Lehua Island of
the rats and rabbits that
have left it denuded and
with limited habitat for
seabird nesting.

They propose to poison
the rats and shoot or trap
the rabbits.

Lehua, which lies less

land’s sparse vegetation is
believed to have been eaten
up by the Tabbit and rat pop-
ulations. In' addition to eat-
ing seeds, rats also prey on
bird eggs and nestlings.

Rabbits may have largely
eaten themselves to near
starvation. In some years,
researchers have seen none,
but at other times they have
seen a few. Wildlife person-
nel and fishermen who have
apprbached the island over
the years have said the rab-
bits they do see generally
appear malnourished.

1t’s not kriown when rats ar-
rived at Lehua, tat with rab-

bits, one popular tale is that

‘early European ships dropped

rabbits off on many small is-

lands to provide a food source

for sailors who might end up
there.

A notice in yesterday’s
Federal Register said the
rabbits were believed to
have been introduced in the
1930s or earlier —
because when the Coast
Guard light was set up in
1931, the crew reported rab-
bits were numerous.

The agencies propose to
use rat poison pellets to
eradicate the rats, either

aerially or manually scatter-

ing them, or installing them
in bait stations. The rabbits
would be shot or trapped.

The Register notice said
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the state Divi-
sion of Forestry and Wildlife
will prepare an environmen-
tal statement on the propos-
al to restore Lehua’s ecosys-
tem. A public hearing on the
proposal is scheduled from
7 to 9 p.m. June 9 at the
Lihu‘e Neighborhood Cen-
ter on Kaua'i.

Reach Jan TenBruggen-
cate at jant@honoluluadver
tiser.com or (808) 245-3074.




